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Letters to Mr. Elphimton.
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to punctuality. You are, however, not to make unkind inferences, when I forbear to reply to your kindness; for be assured, I never receive a letter from you without great pleasure, and a very warm sense of your generosity and friendship, which I heartily blame myself for not cultivating with more care. In this, as in many other cases, I go wrong, in opposition to conviction; for I think scarce any temporal good equally to be desired with the regard and familiarity of worthy men. I hope we shall be some time nearer to each other, and have a more ready way of pouring out our hearts.
' I am glad that you still find encouragement to proceed in your publication, and shall beg the favour of six more volumes to add to my former six, when you can, with any convenience, send them me. Please to present a set, in my name, to Mr. Ruddiman1, of whom, I hear, that his learning is not his highest excellence. I have transcribed the mottos, and returned them, I hope not too late, of which I think many very happily performed. Mr. Cave has put the last in the magazine2, in which I think he did well. I beg of you to write soon, and to write often, and to write long letters, which I hope in time to repay you ; but you must be a patient creditor. I have, however, this of gratitude, that I think of you with regard, when I do not, perhaps, give the proofs which I ought, of being, Sir,
' Your most obliged and
' Most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
This year he wrote to the same gentleman another letter, upon a mournful occasion.
fl
'To MR.. JAMF.S EI.PHINSTON.
September 25, 1750. ' DEAR Siu,
' You have, as I find by every kind of evidence, lost an excellent mother; and I hope you will not think me incapable of partaking of your grief. I have a mother, now eighty-two years of age, whom,
Thomas    Ruddiman,    the grammarian   of   Scotland,
1 Mr. learned
well known for his various excellent works, and for his accurate editions of several authours. He was also a man of a most worthy private character. His zeal for the Royal House of Stuart did not render him less
estimable   ift   Dr.   Johnson's   eye.
3 In the Gent. Mag. for Sept. 1750, and for Oct. 1752, translations of many of the mottoes were given ; but in each number there are several of Elphinston's. Johnson seems to speak of only one. a                                      therefore,                                                small impression, it is now become
